INTRODUCTION
It is particularly important when considering the part played by rehabilitation and remedial work, in an educational system to study carefully the precise meaning one gives to these words. The definition given in Blackie's Medical Dictionary, 'Restoring to health and working capacity of a person in-capacitated by disease, mental or physical or by injury', is probably as good as any for our purpose. Note the suggestion that the subject was originally well before his in-capacity, because a significant proportion of handicapped pupils in state schools have been disabled from birth. The more general and original meaning of the word is to 'reinstate' economically and socially. In this sense the word came to be used in Industry, and because problems in that field usually have a medical basis the word acquired the meaning given above in industrial medicine. The following passage taken from the first report of the Expert Committee on Rehabilitation of the World Health Organisation, illustrates the scope of the problem.
"Rehabilitation begins when the patient enters the hospital door and ends only when he is successfully and happily established in society.
The process which brings about this involves fsur main services namely medical, educational, vocational and social."
In the case of young people the state educational system to a greater or lesser extent undertakes these four functions. In the more highly organised communities of North America, Western Europe and Austrail Asia these services have developed on a common plan, and it will be convenient to consider what happens in this country.
The 
INSPECTION AND TREATMENT
The first task of the Local Authority is to discover, without delay those children who require special attention from the age of two years and onwards. In the past decade considerable progress has been made in this direction, for example, in the application of Developmental Paediatrics and the use of registers of 'Children at Risk'. Provision for handicapped pre-school children has recently been revieweq by a working party of the World Health Organisation at Copenhagen and also in the Sheldon Report. 4 Periodic medical inspection on school entry provides a systematic assessment of each pupil, including minor conditions, which normally escape notice; for example dental disease and defective vision, which are the two defects most frequently reported by School Medical and Dental Officers to require treatment. Defects of the feet-also are rarely known to the General Practitioner: yet these, particularly when accompanied by pain or malfunction, interfere with all but static physical activities. The relative frequency with which the main classes of defects are met with are shown in the following table:- School Nurses visit larger schools to undertake dressings for minor medical conditions and by providing regular treatment expedite recovery.
In Newcastle over 1,000 accidents are reported to have taken place on school premises each year. Not all are trivial and in some, efficient initial treatment is essential if prolonged or permanent disability is to be avoided. The Ministry of Education and Science pamphlet No.13, 8 'Safety Precautions in School', deals comprehensively with the arrangements for First Aid in schools.
HANDICAPPED PUPILS
The Special Educational Treatment of handicapped pupils is one of the important functions of the Local Authority. These are pupils witi a more severe and often permanent disability for whom education must be modified to off'set their difficulties. Thus the non-sighted pupil is taught to read by the use of Braile; the classroom of the deaf pupil will be equipped with a loop induction system or group hearing aid. For the delicate child with limited stress tolerance, the curriculum is organised in short bursts of activity. 
SOCIAL WORK
The home background of the handicapped child is generally below average in its economic status, emotional climate, and child care adding by lack of co-operation to other difficulties in helping him. Teachers-by their daily contact are among the first to know when difficulties arise in the home, and much social work is quietly done by the school.
The School Welfare Department in addition to enforcing school attendance, is instrumental in making many forms of assistance provided by the Education Authority available to parents and their children. The School Nurse/Health Visitor is concerned with social work with a medical bias. In the case of maladjusted pupils a Psychiatric Social Worker is employed. To sum up: in the state educational setting rehabilitation does not exist as a separate entity but its essential ingredients are to be found integrated in a complex system designed to "enable the children not merely to reach their full development as individuals, but also to become upright and useful members of the community in which they live and worthy sons and daughters of the Country to which they belong." DISCUSSION. In the discussion following this communication, several points were raised, and a summary of the replies is given.
The teacher in physical education has less opportunity today to take an active part in re-habilitation, because he has insufficient free time within the school time table in which to give regular remedial exercises to those children who require them. However, the break with formality in the P.E. lesson permits him to provide for any handicapped children present in the class of an ordinary school by including suitable exercises in group or individual work.
The physical education teacher is essentially equipped to educate normal pupils and incidentally to prevent the development of defects resulting from incorrect posture and movement. Remedial exercises should be regarded as remedial physical education and it is highly desirable that members of the P.E. staff should take advantage of the shortened courses offered by the Society of Remedial Gymnasts.
Many children with postural defects reach hospital late in their school career, or after leaving school, when secondary structural changes have begun to appear. Not enough attention is paid to posture today. Possibly development in physical education have tended to over-shadow the importance of postural training, which the obsolete concept of 'drill' helped to preserve, but this is a wide and controversial problem, to which even expert opinion seems unable to give an adequate answer.
The problem of the handicapped in adapting their lives after leaving school to fit in to the community is discussed in the 'Handicapped School Leaver' 1963, published by the British Council for the Disabled.
